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As we present this year’s report, “Ministry In Action,” we reflect on the profound legacy 
that shapes our work at Via Christi. Our story is rooted in the extraordinary dedication 
of the Sisters of St. Joseph and the Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother, women who 
answered a call from God to serve the people of Kansas with unwavering compassion.

Kevin Strecker
Chief Executive Officer, Via Christi

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, these remarkable women established St. Joseph Hospital in Wichita and 
St. Mary’s Hospital in Manhattan, and took over St. Francis Hospital in Wichita, transforming them into beacons 
of healing and hope. They united Jesus’ love for the sick with a commitment to service, a pioneering spirit and 
dedication to providing care to those in need, which laid the foundation for the Values that guide us today.

Inspired by the opening words of our Mission statement, “Rooted in the loving ministry of Jesus as healer,”  
we are committed to providing not just clinical excellence, but a healing presence that addresses the whole 
person — body, mind and spirit. We strive to be agents of love in every interaction, echoing the compassion 
exemplified by our founders. This report, “Ministry In Action,” showcases the ways in which we live out this 
calling, actively engaging with our communities and extending our reach to those who are poor, vulnerable and  
in need. 

Through our commitment to quality, patient experience, community impact and the well-being of our 
associates, we continue to build upon the legacy of those who came before us, ensuring that the spirit  
of healing endures.

A letter from our ministry market CEO

Our Values
Service of the Poor 

Generosity of spirit, especially for persons most in need

Reverence 
Respect and compassion for the dignity and diversity of life

Integrity 
Inspiring trust through personal leadership

Wisdom 
Integrating excellence and stewardship

Creativity 
Courageous innovation

Dedication 
Affirming the hope and joy of our ministry

Our Vision
Answering God’s call to bring health, healing and hope to all

Our Mission 
Rooted in the loving ministry of Jesus as healer, we commit ourselves to serving 

all persons with special attention to those who are poor and vulnerable.  
Our Catholic health ministry is dedicated to spiritually centered, holistic care 

which sustains and improves the health of individuals and communities. We are 
advocates for a compassionate and just society through our actions and our words.
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9
Consumer Experience 

Elevating the consumer 
experience by putting the 
patient at the center of 
everything we do.

Delivering quality care and safe 
outcomes that help to sustain and 
improve the health of individuals 
and entire communities.

Quality and Access

27
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Ministry in Action

Community Impact Investing in Our Associates

Building on the legacy of our 
past and innovating new ways 
to bring our Mission to life as 
we serve our communities.

About Via Christi

Advocating for a 
compassionate and just 
society through both our 
actions and our words.

Embracing a spiritually 
centered, holistic 
approach to helping our 
associates flourish.

4
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2025 At a glance

PHYSICIAN OFFICES 
AND CLINIC VISITS

UNIQUE LIVES 
SERVED

BIRTHS
648K 278K 3.2K

137K EMERGENCY ROOM VISITS

TOGETHER, WE ARE  
VIA CHRISTI

Today, Via Christi is one of the largest providers of healthcare services in Kansas, caring for 
patients and their families through hospitals, outpatient clinics, physician services, at-home 
care and senior villages. We are part of Ascension, one of the nation’s leading non-profit 
and Catholic health systems, with a Mission of delivering compassionate, personalized care 
to all with special attention to persons living in poverty and those most vulnerable.

Manhattan

Acute Care

Via Christi Hospital in Manhattan  
1823 College Ave. 
Manhattan, KS 66502

Via Christi St. Francis 
929 N. St. Francis St. 
Wichita, KS 67214

Via Christi St. Joseph 
3600 E. Harry St. 
Wichita, KS 67218

Via Christi St. Teresa 
14800 W. St. Teresa 
Wichita, KS 67235

Critical Access Hospital

Wamego Health Center 
711 Genn Drive 
Wamego, KS 66547

Rehabilitation Hospital

Via Christi Rehabilitation Hospital 
1151 N. Rock Road 
Wichita, KS 67206

Joint Venture

Salina Regional Health Center 
400 S. Santa Fe Ave. 
Salina, KS 67401

Kansas Heart Hospital 
3601 N. Webb Road 
Wichita, KS 67226

Rock Regional Hospital 
3251 N. Rock Road 
Derby, KS 67037

Kansas Surgery and  
Recovery Center 
2770 N. Webb Road 
Wichita, KS 67226

Wichita



ABOUT VIA CHRISTI7Ministry in Action  ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT 6

1883
The Sisters of St. Joseph began their 
ministry in Kansas. They established 
schools, orphanages, homes for the 
elderly and hospitals for communities 
throughout Kansas, always keeping in 
mind those who were most in need.

1957
At the cornerstone laying for the 
expansion of St. Francis in 1957, the local 
bishop said, “I consider the growth and 
development of St. Francis Hospital to 
be the greatest story in the history of 
Wichita. It is a Cinderella story, almost 
unbelievable. [It’s been achieved 
through] a group of dedicated women 
who work seven days a week and every 
week of the year.”

1960
The Sisters of St. Joseph built a new  
St. Mary’s Hospital on College Avenue, 
which is now Via Christi Hospital 
in Manhattan. 

In each city and with each new ministry, 
the Sisters collaborated with others in the 
community to provide exceptional service 
to those in need. As they did so, they 
added to the work the dimension of their 
own calling, that “their care and concern 
should be the same as they would show 
the sacred person of Jesus Christ.”

2025
Access to medical care extends beyond 
the walls of our hospitals and directly 
to those who need it most. In FY25, 
Via Christi provided $39 million through 
its community benefit programs. This 
investment included supporting patients 
who rely on public programs such as 
Medicaid or who were unable to pay for 
care. It also included funding medical 
research, training and teaching tomorrow’s 
healthcare workforce, and programs and 
activities we support to improve the health 
and wellness of our communities.

1889
The Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother 
arrived in Wichita and took over 
management of St. Francis Hospital 
in response to the great need of the 
community, building a vibrant health 
organization from very humble origins. 

1925
The Sisters of St. Joseph  
purchased Wichita Hospital.

1936 
The Sisters of St. Joseph acquired Charlotte 
Swift Memorial Hospital in Manhattan, 
renaming it St. Mary’s Hospital.

1944
The Sisters of St. Joseph expanded 
their ministry in Wichita with the 
construction of St. Joseph Hospital.

A LASTING LEGACY
For more than 135 years, Via Christi has been dedicated 
to serving the people of Kansas,  providing quality, 
compassionate healthcare for those most in need.


