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ABOUT ASCENSION TEXAS1

For over 120 years, we have been woven into the fabric of Central Texas, 
answering the call to care for our neighbors with compassion, expertise 
and a deep sense of purpose. From our earliest days with the Daughters of 
Charity, we have stood as a beacon of healing, ensuring that all — especially 
the poor and vulnerable — receive the care and support they need.

It is with great excitement that I share our first-ever Ministry in Action report — a reflection of how we bring 
our Mission to life every day. Rooted in the loving ministry of Jesus as healer and guided by our Values, this 
report highlights our unwavering commitment to quality and access, investing in our associates, enhancing 
the consumer experience, serving our community and living out our Mission.

Jamie Youssef
Chief Executive Officer, Ascension Texas

Today, our Mission continues through the dedication of our people, the strength of our facilities and the 
impact of our programs. Whether advancing innovative care, fostering an environment where our associates 
can thrive or expanding access to vital health services, we are steadfast in our commitment to serving 
others with excellence and humanity.

This report is a testament to the work we do together, a celebration of the lives we touch, the moments we 
enable and a reflection of the care we provide to our communities. 

Thank you for being part of this Mission as we continue answering God’s call to bring health, healing and 
hope to all.

A letter from our CEO

Our Values
Service of the Poor 

Generosity of spirit, especially for persons most in need

Reverence 
Respect and compassion for the dignity and diversity of life

Integrity 
Inspiring trust through personal leadership

Wisdom 
Integrating excellence and stewardship

Creativity 
Courageous innovation

Dedication 
Affirming the hope and joy of our ministry

Our Vision
Answering God’s call to bring health, healing and hope to all

Our Mission 
Rooted in the loving ministry of Jesus as healer, we commit ourselves to serving 

all persons with special attention to those who are poor and vulnerable.  
Our Catholic health ministry is dedicated to spiritually centered, holistic care 

which sustains and improves the health of individuals and communities. We are 
advocates for a compassionate and just society through our actions and our words.
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Consumer Experience 

Elevating the consumer 
experience by putting the 
patient at the center of 
everything we do.

Delivering quality care and safe 
outcomes that help to sustain and 
improve the health of individuals 
and entire communities.

Quality and Access
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Community Impact Investing in Our Associates

Building on the legacy of our 
past and innovating new ways 
to bring our Mission to life as 
we serve our communities.

About Ascension Texas

Advocating for a 
compassionate and just 
society through both our 
actions and our words.

Embracing a spiritually 
centered, holistic 
approach to helping our 
associates flourish.

4

39 51
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2025 At a glance

PHYSICIAN OFFICES 
AND CLINIC VISITS

UNIQUE LIVES 
SERVED

BIRTHS
1.7M 705K 11K

403K EMERGENCY ROOM VISITS

TOGETHER, WE ARE 
ASCENSION TEXAS

Acute Care 
Ascension Seton Northwest 
11113 Research Blvd. 
Austin, TX 78759

Ascension Seton Southwest 
7900 Ranch to Market Road 1826 
Austin, TX 78737

Dell Children’s Medical Center 
4900 Mueller Blvd. 
Austin, TX 78723

Dell Children’s Medical Center 
North 
9010 N. Lake Creek Parkway 
Austin, TX 78717

Ascension Seton Hays 
6001 Kyle Parkway 
Kyle, TX 78640

Dell Seton Medical Center  
at The University of Texas 
1500 Red River St. 
Austin, TX 78701

Ascension Seton 
Medical Center Austin 
1201 W. 38th St. 
Austin, TX 78705 

Austin

Waco

Ascension Providence 
6901 Medical Parkway 
Waco, TX 76712

Ascension Seton Cedar Park 
1401 Medical Parkway 
Cedar Park, TX 78613

Ascension Seton Williamson 
201 Seton Parkway 
Round Rock, TX 78665

Critical Access Hospital 
Ascension Seton Highland Lakes 
3201 S. Water St. 
Burnet, TX 78611

Ascension Seton Edgar B. Davis 
130 Hays St. 
Luling, TX 78648

Ascension Seton Smithville 
1201 Hill Road 
Smithville, TX 78957

Joint Ventures
Northwest Hills Surgical Hospital 
6818 Austin Center Blvd. 
Austin, TX 78731

Central Texas Rehabilitation 
Hospital 
700 W. 45th St. 
Austin, TX 78751

Seton Medical Center Harker 
Heights 
850 W. Central Texas Expressway 
Harker Heights, TX 76548

Warm Springs Rehabilitation 
Hospital of Kyle 
5980 Kyle Parkway 
Kyle, TX 78640

PAM Rehab Hospital Round Rock 
351 Seton Parkway 
Round Rock, TX 78665

Cross Creek Hospital  
Together with Ascension Seton 
8402 Cross Park Drive 
Austin, TX 78754
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1900–1909
ANSWERING THE CALL
Invited by the citizens of Austin and 
Waco, the Daughters of Charity 
responded to growing healthcare needs 
by establishing the region’s first hospitals.

In Austin, the Sisters arrived in 1900 and 
opened Seton Infirmary on May 28, 1902, 
with 40 beds — Austin’s first hospital 
and the first in the nation named for 
Elizabeth Ann Seton. In Waco, Providence 
Sanitarium was formally dedicated on 
Jan. 11, 1905, becoming the city’s first 
hospital. Both ministries also launched 
early nursing education programs to care 
for their growing communities.

1950s–1970s
MEDICAL INNOVATION AND GROWTH
In the postwar era, both ministries advanced modern medicine and 
expanded facilities.

Providence emerged as a regional leader in heart care, opening Waco’s first 
Heart Clinic in 1950 and performing the city’s first heart catheterization and 
open-heart surgery in 1973. In Austin, Seton replaced its original downtown 
hospital with a new Seton Medical Center, opening on 38th Street on March 
23, 1975, to serve a rapidly growing population.

1980s–early 1990s
EXPANDING ACCESS
Healthcare access broadened across Central Texas through new services 
and facilities.

Seton performed Central Texas’ first heart transplant in 1986, established 
Seton Community Health Centers in 1989 to serve uninsured and 
underserved populations, and opened Seton Northwest Hospital in 1991.

Providence expanded cardiopulmonary rehabilitation services in 1981, 
performed Waco’s first coronary angioplasty in 1982, and opened a new 
Providence Health Center in 1989.

2010s
ACADEMIC MEDICINE AND ADVANCED CARE 
In the 2010s, Ascension Seton strengthened its role as a regional and 
academic healthcare leader.

The acquisition of Smithville Regional Hospital in 2011 expanded 
rural access, while Travis County Proposition 1 in 2012 enabled a 
transformative partnership with The University of Texas at Austin, 
culminating in the opening of Dell Seton Medical Center at The 
University of Texas in 2017, the region’s only adult Level I trauma 
center and teaching hospital for Dell Medical School.

During the decade, Dell Children’s advanced pediatric specialty 
care with the establishment of the Texas Center for Pediatric and 
Congenital Heart Disease in 2018, led by pediatric heart surgeon  
Dr. Charles Fraser, Jr., and performed its first solid organ transplant — 
a pediatric heart transplant — in 2020.

Ascension Providence further advanced cardiovascular care by 
launching its structural heart program in 2018 and performing its first 
transcatheter aortic valve replacement (TAVR). Providence is the only 
American College of Cardiology TAVR-certified hospital in Texas.

2020s
BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE
Across Central Texas, Ascension Seton and Ascension 
Providence expanded care through strategic growth and 
long-term investment.

Ascension Seton advanced major initiatives with the 
groundbreaking of a new Ascension Seton Women’s 
Hospital at Ascension Seton Medical Center Austin 
(March 2023), the grand opening of Dell Children’s 
North Campus in Williamson County (April 2023), 
and the groundbreaking of a new inpatient bed tower 
at Ascension Seton Williamson to expand emergency, 
surgical, and inpatient capacity (September 2024).

Milestone moments followed in 2025, as Ascension 
Seton Medical Center Austin marked its 50th 
anniversary, Ascension Seton announced full ownership 
of Cedar Park Medical Center, and Ascension Providence 
celebrated 120 years of caring for the Waco community.

1910s–1930s
CARE THROUGH CRISIS
As Central Texas faced public health emergencies and 
economic hardship, Seton and Providence expanded care 
beyond hospital walls.

Seton responded to the 1918 influenza pandemic by 
establishing Camp O’Reilly and, during the Great Depression, 
Sister Philomena Feltz began a soup line in 1932 to serve 
families in need. During this period, the Seton Infirmary 
School of Nursing continued training caregivers, remaining in 
operation through 1963.

1999–2001
BECOMING ASCENSION
A defining moment occurred on Nov. 15, 
1999, when Seton and Providence joined 
the newly formed Ascension Health, uniting 
under the nation’s largest nonprofit Catholic 
health system.

That same year, Seton assumed operation 
of Brackenridge Hospital — the oldest public 
hospital in Texas — while Providence opened 
Waco’s first Chest Pain Emergency Room. 
Both ministries formally became part of 
Ascension nationally by 2001.

2000s
A REGIONAL HOME FOR SPECIALIZED CARE
The 2000s marked a period of rapid expansion and specialization across 
Central Texas.

Ascension Seton opened Seton Southwest Hospital in 2000, followed by the 
opening of Dell Children’s Medical Center of Central Texas in 2007 — the 
region’s only comprehensive children’s hospital and Level I Pediatric Trauma 
Center.  In 2018, Dell Children’s further advanced pediatric specialty care 
with the establishment of the Texas Center for Pediatric and Congenital 
Heart Disease, led by pediatric heart surgeon Dr. Charles Fraser, Jr.

During this decade, Ascension Seton also expanded into fast-growing 
communities with the opening of Ascension Seton Williamson in 2008 
and Ascension Seton Hays in 2009. During this same period, Ascension 
Providence continued advancing specialty care in Waco, including the 
opening of Waco’s first Stroke Center in 2001, further strengthening its role 
as Waco’s Heart Hospital.

1633–1900
A MISSION TAKES ROOT
On Nov. 29, 1633, St. Vincent de Paul and St. Louise 
de Marillac founded the Daughters of Charity in Paris, 
establishing a mission devoted to serving the poor and 
vulnerable. Through the leadership of Elizabeth Ann Seton, 
that mission took root in the United States and laid the 
spiritual foundation for Catholic healthcare ministries that 
would later serve Central Texas.

ASCENSION SETON AND ASCENSION PROVIDENCE
A shared history of care in Central Texas



CHAPTER 1  |  Quality and Access9Ministry in Action  ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT 8

CHAPTER 1

OUR COMMITMENT TO SAFE AND QUALITY CARE..............................................................................................................10

Awards...............................................................................................................................................................................................10

OUR HEALING WITHOUT HARM JOURNEY.............................................................................................................................. 12

Addressing preventable harm..................................................................................................................................................... 12

Implementing a culture of safety................................................................................................................................................ 13

Recognizing our everyday heroes............................................................................................................................................... 13

Recognize and Rescue................................................................................................................................................................... 14

A focused effort on preventing and managing infections.................................................................................................... 14

EXPANDING ACCESS TO CARE IN CENTRAL TEXAS.............................................................................................................. 15

Women’s services expansions, close to home........................................................................................................................ 15

Ascension Seton Williamson breaks ground........................................................................................................................... 16

NATIONALLY RANKED PEDIATRIC HOSPITAL.......................................................................................................................... 17

Texas Center for Pediatric and Congenital Heart Disease................................................................................................... 17

Comprehensive Fetal Care Center............................................................................................................................................. 18

Pediatric neurology and stroke care........................................................................................................................................... 18

Dell Children’s North named Level III trauma center............................................................................................................ 19

QUALITY COMPREHENSIVE BREAST CARE..............................................................................................................................20

National accreditation highlights excellence..........................................................................................................................20

Breast care at Ascension Seton Medical Center Austin....................................................................................................... 21

ADVANCING CARDIOVASCULAR HEALTH FOR EVERY PATIENT	������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ 22

ADVANCING NEUROLOGICAL CARE........................................................................................................................................... 23

Neurocritical care unit expansion.............................................................................................................................................. 24

Ascension Texas stroke recognitions....................................................................................................................................... 25

Ascension Texas spine recognitions......................................................................................................................................... 25

Quality 
and Access

9 Delivering quality care and safe 
outcomes that help to sustain and 
improve the health of individuals 
and entire communities.

Quality and Access


